Putting Equity on Agenda – ARE WE BEING HEARD?

In recognition of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on March 21, 2009, CASSA (Council of Agencies Serving South Asians) is pleased to announce today the launch of its campaign titled "Putting Equity on the Agenda - ARE WE BEING HEARD?" As part of the Ontario-wide Creating Inclusive and Welcoming Communities project, CASSA is partnering with Social Services Network and the York Region Social Planning Council in spearheading the formation of an Equity Council in York Region. 

The long-term goal of the Equity Council is to bring the barriers faced by immigrants and newcomers to the attention of York Region Municipalities and School Boards to ensure the accessibility of municipal resources, programs and rights for all community residents. 
To do this, the Equity Council will facilitate community dialogues to understand how issues of access and equity impact people’s ability to contribute to inclusive community building in York Region. In addition to the community dialogues, we will collect input from 500+ survey respondents who will be asked to share their views on equity and inclusion. Examples of issues residents have identified in the past include the equity and accessibility of local political and educational institutions and public space, among other challenges. 


After the community dialogues and surveys are completed, CASSA will be holding the Putting Equity on the Agenda - ARE WE BEING HEARD?Public Forum on Saturday, May 9, 2009 to discuss resident-identified concerns and visions for a more equitable, accessible and inclusive York Region. Policy recommendations will be discussed as panelists and stakeholders with expertise in the areas of concern will share their insight and suggestions. (Please MARK YOUR CALENDARS and SAVE THE DATE)


You are cordially invited to attend and participate in the community dialogues and surveys that will shape the agenda of the Putting Equity on the Agenda - ARE WE BEING HEARD? Public Forum on Saturday May 9, 2009. 

Community Dialogues: 

Monday March 23, 2009-6:30-8:30 pm
Crescent Village Community Centre
138 Yorkland Street; Unit 62
Richmond Hill

Wednesday March 25, 2009-6:30-8:30 pm
Armadale Community Centre
2401 Denison Street
Markham

Monday March 30, 2009-6:30-8:30 pm
Social Services Network
500 Alden Road; Suite 204
Markham

Wednesday April 8, 2009-4:30-6:30 pm
Milliken Mills Community Centre
7600 Kennedy Road; Room A
Markham
*Please note that this is session geared towards youth*



As of Wednesday March 25th, 2009, surveys are currently available on the CASSA website, www.cassa.on.ca. We thank you for distributing these widely. 

If you have questions about the Community Dialogues, please contact Community Organizer Fatima Sajan at fatima@cassa.on.ca. All other inquiries and RSVPs for the public forum on May 9, 2009, can be addressed to Welcoming Communities Project Coordinator Anita Khanna at anita@cassa.on.ca.

