
Sargoshian: An Anti-Islamophobia Initiative
Sargoshian is part of a new anti-Islamophobia initiative at Council of Agencies Serving South Asians (CASSA). “Sargoshian” means “Whispers” in Urdu, and it describes how instances of Islamophobia and racism can be found everywhere – on television, at school, and under the breath of our co-workers – yet are not openly discussed.  We hope your agency can help support this initiative. 
The purpose of Sargoshian is to create a resource for South Asian Muslims residing in Scarborough and Markham, and to facilitate discussion around Islamophobia and racism through a community forum and multi-generational meeting to be held in Scarborough in December 2009.  
What this project entails:
· One-on-one interviews with community members (seniors, youths and adults) will be used to create a small resource booklet of composited short stories, and information on reporting hate crimes that will be distributed to individuals and organizations throughout Southern Ontario.  
· The multi-generational meeting will bring together seniors, youths and adults to discuss and provide perspective on the ways Islamophobia and racism can affect community members from different age backgrounds, and will help inform topics for the community forum. 
· The community forum will engage community members in discussions about viable forms of community support and strategies to counter the backlash and violence that South Asian Muslims face.
Your agency can help support this project by connecting us with South Asian Muslims in your community and/or staff members that would be willing to:

· Share their story in a 1-hour confidential interview during the months of November and December 2009. They will be provided with a $50 honorarium as a thank you for their participation, as well as an interpreter and travel costs if needed and/or -
· Meet with one another for a 2-hour meeting during early December 2009 (specific date and location TBA). They will be provided with a $50 honorarium as a thank you for their participation, as well as an interpreter and travel costs if needed and/or -
· Participate in the forum on December 12th, 2009 (location TBA). They will be provided with food and refreshments, travel costs as well as an interpreter if needed.

We hope your organization will participate in this project.  Below you will find the call-out for clients and community members.
Sincerely,
Sena Hussain 

For more information or to participate contact us at:

Email: story4cassa@gmail.com
Phone: 416-932-1359 ext 10

	Find CASSA online at:

www.cassa.on.ca
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	Sargoshian: An Anti-Islamophobia Initiative is funded by Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration
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